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For Wang Xiaobo, memory is both a form of narration and a topic that has been
consciously explored. This presentation will examine Wang’s fictions from the
perspective of “memory”. The Golden Age and Love in the Time of Revolution
integrate multi-temporality of narratives into memory writing, which highlights
individual thinking on macro history being cast as the memory of one’s life
experience, thus forming Wang's labyrinth-like style of writing. The retrospection on
life, history and writing, as reflected in the future narrative of The Silver Age and the
rewriting of Tang Legends in The Bronze Age, also derives from the unique style of
Wang. In contrast to liberalism and cultural studies as two contesting research
frameworks on Wang, approaching Wang's texts from the perspective of “memory”
may enhance our understanding of Wang Xiaobo as a writer.

The presentation will be held online (via Zoom)

ALL are welcome
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The historical phenomenon of writers successively moving south to Hong Kong,
manifests the fluidity of Hong Kong culture in a significant way. This presentation
studies the five large-scale “south bound” booms from the 20th century to the
present, and tries to introduce a new theory of “writers emigrating from Mainland
China to Hong Kong”. By observing the inter-generational features of these writers
since the end of the 1940s, we could analyze their Hong Kong narratives both
synchronically and diachronically.

First, grasp the writing ideas of these writers, who recognize and present the
characteristics of Hong Kong culture (the so-called “Hongkongness”) in cross-
regional movement, from the perspective of creation motive, creation essentials,
feeling structure and writing patterns. Then, guided by the concept of “identity”,
“context”, “dialogue” and “diversion”, this research clarifies the differences in the
expression of Hong Kong’s cultural experience among these writers in different
historical periods.

The presentation will be held online (via Zoom)

ALL are welcome
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The record of the Yellow River’s flooding during the Northern Song
Dynasty outnumbered the period before, which attracted scholars’
intense interest. However, the previous studies have primarily focused
on discussing the impact of the Yellow River through the perspective of
historical geography and institution. Recently, some scholars have
adopted the environmental history paradigm to analyze the
“‘environmental drama” during this period. Nevertheless, human and
politics were two of the major motivating forces to drive environmental
change during the imperial period of China. By deconstructing the
officials’ interpersonal relationship during the first attempt and the Song'’s
political operation model, we can further understand the environmental
change during the Northern Song Dynasty.

The presentation will be held online (via Zoom)

ALL are welcome
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This research will examine how autobiographical narratives of illness and the body
reflect social and cultural influences on the self-constructions of the male literati
during the Ming and Qing Dynasties. Four Ming-Qing memoirs are addressed as the
core texts of this study: The Memoirs of Yingmeian 515 [é&{E5E, Six Records of a
Floating Life ;*#4:75zC, The Memoirs of Xiangwanlou F#if#[E:E and Qiudeng suoyi
FkrETEE. All of them present an intimate artistic neiwei [Nf&] life between couples
and express of authors’ affection and mourning towards their lost lovers with sincere
and unadorned language. As experiences of iliness are prevalent across one’s life
and the society, how scholars chose materials in the context of elite domestic life in
their autobiographic prose during the private process of being ill—either of
themselves or their significant others—could reasonably reveal the contemporary
aesthetic trend and their construction of the self-identity. This presentation will focus
on the discourse analysis of The Memoirs of Yingmeian.

The presentation will be held online (via Zoom)

ALL are welcome
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