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Abstract:

Concealing a hero’s body and helping him defeat enemies, the Mysterious Woman
of the Nine Heavens is a powerful goddess in Daoism and Chinese vernacular
fiction. Her divine power and military wisdom invite us to investigate her identity and
the process of her creation. In this talk, Dr. Liu takes an interdisciplinary approach to
these issues, using textual and visual evidence to show how Daoism and the Ming
(1368-1644) novel Water Margin perpetuated the Mysterious Woman'’s role as a
warrior protectress. As Dr. Liu shows, during the Tang and Song periods, a set of
Daoist texts strengthened her role as a warrior protectress by giving prominence to
her magic of concealing the body and to magic concerning the worship of the
Northern Dipper; a Daoist ordination ceremony in the Ming imperial court elevated
her status and turned her into a tutelary goddess of the state; against this
background, Water Margin popularized esoteric Daoist knowledge pertaining to the
Mysterious Woman, making this female divinity’s story accessible to common
readers and preventing her from falling into oblivion.
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Bio:

Peng Liu is an assistant teaching professor in the Department of Asian Languages
and Cultures at Rutgers University. Dr. Liu received his first doctorate in Buddhism
and Medieval Chinese Literature from Fudan University and his second doctorate in
East Asian Languages and Cultures from Columbia University. His current book
project investigates how late imperial Chinese fiction popularized Daoist goddess
cults that would otherwise have been marginalized or forgotten.

SUHE T LIRTF EE AT RS TGS S B B & - iV E EREIER E2AT >
Fe A R A R S0 18 SUR BHmEE s RIS R nin 5 BB L 821 » I
BN/ NG - th B AR EIE H RS RHRY B ek DR AR B (XL
FIZ2L) BEREENE ~ BE1L -

ALL are welcome



