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Hong Kong's nature-oriented literature has attracted much attention in recent years.
Related studies, however, mostly focused on fictional texts. This paper examines
non-fictional prose as to highlight the generic feature of nature writing, in which field
experience, knowledge and emotions of the author are intertwined. Borrowing a
theoretical lens of mobility and sense of place from human geography, it argues the
interrelationship between humans, non-humans and the environment is the key to
perceive oneself, the other and the place. This talk contextualizes the emergence of
“topophilia” (a love of place) in the travel accounts of Hong Kong countryside since
the 1930s with four examples, including Huang Peijia’s scenic writing, Li Junyi's
adventure writing, Ye Hui's perceptual narrative, and finally, Liu Kexiang's accounts
on ecological humanities. They illustrate the possibilities of “the countryside as a
place”. Despite the high-speed mobility of urban development endangering such
sense of place, individuals can be emotionally attached to the countryside through
sensual experience of walking.
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