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This talk examines the paratexts in the Record of Miraculous Recompense compiled by
Tang Lin (ca. 602—ca. 661), that is, the preface to the collection and epilogues to individual
stories. Medieval Buddhist miracle tales have been studied for insights into the
development of Chinese Buddhism in particular and religious culture in general. They have
received little attention, however, from literary scholars, who tend to judge them as
artistically crude and formulaic. Rather than the stories proper, | dissect the paratexts to
show Tang Lin’s narrative epistemology (explicit and implicit views of his criteria and
methods as a storyteller) and social networks as represented by him. The analysis
explores how the medieval culture of informal storytelling intersected with religious culture.
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Manling Luo is Associate Professor of Chinese Literature at Indiana University. Her
research interests include the social life of narratives, literati culture, gender, and religious
literature. Her first monograph is entitled Literati Storytelling in Late Medieval China
(University of Washington Press, 2015). She has also published a range of research
articles in English and Chinese.
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