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Summer Institute in the Arts and Humanities (SIAH) 2021 

School of English 
 

ENGL 2085 

Creative Writing  

 

6 credits 

 

July 12 – July 30, 2021 

Mon to Fri, 14:30-17:30 

 

Course Description 

 

This seminar-based course offers core opportunities to rediscover how language functions 

as craft. We will look across genres, including story, poetry, and drama, to explore how 

language establishes patterns that build expectation and tension. Through various in-depth 

readings and experimental writing practices, you will be given lots of room and time to 

find and explore your “voice” with a unique writerly attention. The aspects to be explored 

include, for instance, rhythm and pace, dialogue and scene, attentiveness to imagery. Each 

writer in the class will develop her or his own individual portfolio of creative work. 

 

 

Aims and Objectives 

 

 To offer students an ability to undertake a deeper appreciation of language in terms 

of language aesthetics, the development of genres, and the creative writing practice; 

 To develop students’ skills of writing with a sharpened awareness of how language 

structures expectations, approaches emotions, and interweaves ideas; 

 To familiarize students with the literary questions that are at stake in the 

contemporary writing scene;  

 To provide students with the opportunity to shape their individual writing style in 

regard to their strengths and talents through designing their final portfolio.  

 

Assessment  

 

Participation and Seminar Discussion: 20% 

Homework Practices: 20% 

Mid-Term Assignment: 20% 

Final Portfolio: 40% 

 

Study Load 

 

Seminar hours: 60% 

Self-study hours: 40% 
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Prerequisite 

 

This seminar-based course welcomes undergraduates who are interested to discover their 

writer’s voice through experimenting with language across different literary genres. No 

English major or writing background is required.  

 

For HKU students: 

Prerequisites: 

1. A minimum Level 5 in English Language HKDSE exam, or an equivalent score in 

another recognized English proficiency test. 

2. Passed 3 introductory courses (with at least one from both List A and List B). 

 

Note: If some non-BA students, who are non-major/ minor students of English Studies or 

Language and Communication, would like to enroll in this course as a free elective, their 

requests will be considered on a case-by-case basis, provided that they have obtained a 

minimum Level 5 in English Language HKDSE exam, or an equivalent score in another 

recognized English proficiency test. 

 

For non-HKU students: 

No prerequisite. 

 

Texts 

 

Readings include work by the writers Raymond Carver, Franz Kafka, Jorge Luis Borges, 

Fleur Jaeggy, Ursula K. Le Guin, Haruki Murakami, Jamaica Kincaid, among others, along 

with poetic works, for example, by Elizabeth Bishop, Robert Hass, Jack Gilbert, Rainer 

Maria Rilke, Martin Harrison, Henri Cole, Pablo Neruda, and Ocean Vuong. A reader or 

handouts will also include critical essays, interviews, and personal essays. 

 

Aspects to be Explored 

 

 Repetition, Tension, and Turn 

 Dialogue and Scene Building  

 Crisis, Conflicts, and Character Development 

 Call and Response 

 The Sound of Language 

 Imagery, Description, and Close Observation 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


