
CHIN9501 Chinese as a Foreign Language I 
6 credits - total learning hours: 120 (including 60 contact hours) 

 
Session A: June 26 – July 21, 2017 
10:00 to 13:00, Mon-Fri 
 
Course Description 
Chinese Language as a Foreign Language I is an intensive course which is intended for foreign 
learners who have NO prior knowledge of the Chinese language.  It aims to build a solid foundation 
for students wishing to go on to more advanced levels of language study and in-depth study of 
Chinese culture and society.  It familiarizes students with the phonetic structures of Putonghua, the 
Hanyu Pinyin system, pronunciation, tones, intonation, sentence patterns and the characteristics of 
situational conversations. Up to 150 most frequently used simplified Chinese characters will be 
introduced. Students are required to write a short essay of 200 characters.   
 
Aims and Objectives 
The course emphasizes overall development in all four language skills. Students will learn 
pronunciation, tones and basic patterns so as to speak short sentences and carry on survival 
conversation and simple topic conversations accurately, clearly and fluently. For listening 
comprehension, students will learn to distinguish sounds and tones and comprehend short sentences. 
Students should be able to transcribe in pinyin for note-taking purposes. Students are trained in basic 
character writing, different strokes and proper stroke order and will be able to write up to 150 
characters. 
 
List of Topics to be covered in meetings 
1) Greetings  
2) Asking someone’s nationality;  
3) Identifying people  
4) Self-introduction;   
5) Talking about one’s family;  
6) Shopping; 
7) Ordering food; 
8) Transportation;  
9) Locations;   
10) Time words and daily life;  

 
Teaching resources 

Reading Materials: 《中文初阶》（第一课~第五课），The Rudiments of Mandarin, from 

Chapter One to Five and other printed materials. (Please note the topics and teaching resources may 
vary and are provided here as a guide.) 
 
Assessment 
100% coursework 
 
Learning outcomes: 
On successful completion of the course, students should be able to: 
1) Demonstrate an ability to communicate effectively in basic Chinese using correct pronunciation. 
2) Correctly identify up to 150 of the most frequently used Chinese characters.   
3) Demonstrate an ability to communicate in speech and writing using the basic grammar structures  

of modern Chinese. 
4) Demonstrate the ability to write 150 most frequently used Chinese characters. 
5) Demonstrate the ability to type Chinese characters by using Pinyin input method;   
 


